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ABSTRACT

Pornography has been gaining a lot of priority @nfinist studies for years, and specifically on lfeblasex & identity. This
article is inspired from a book named “StripteaseltGre: Sex, Media and Desire”. It is believed owand over that
pornography is a sexualized culture generally, Whiccupies a prominent mark in our everyday livesgther we admit it or
it's behind the closed doors. Particularly, mediadaalso the developing technologies typically use d¢atchword “Sex
Industry”. Sex ‘sells’ in fact, in the magazinespmamercials, TV shows, movies, and majorly in poralgic movies or ‘Blue

Films’; to everybody’s surprise sex industry has tlighest demand among the customers. Yes, ‘Sax'deased as well!
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INTRODUCTION

We tend to come to the present purpose from théag@era, the time when sexual preferences wedehjctarrying a
burden of shame. This was the time when sex wasamlactivity that was confined within the indivalwselves. But in
the Modern times, irrespective of its biologicabgreative role, Sex is also considered as a psyghual activity that
expresses love, passion and desire. Pornogragmeiamong the visual expressions of sex and gehdesmver turning
into widespread as economic process and new teatiieslseem, porn has additionally been a reallgiakudebated issue

amongst feminists since it brings up questions atimibody, sexuality, power, inferiority and opgsien.

The aim of this article is to answer the questibrwbether or not pornography is degrading or litieca To
begin, firstly, the outline of pornography and rigdationship with gender should be discussed. Thésr that, various
feminist views on the problem of pornography — igatarly with creating the excellence of the viewfluenced by
modernism and by genre. A small introduction oroti€a’ i.e., readable porn would also be includedally, the article
would make an attempt to come back to a conclusémeerning whether or not porn is degrading oréitieg, because of

the varied feminist approaches.
Sexuality and Pornography: The Sexualized Culture

Sex matters & it matters a great deal. And novhnModern Era where sex isn't simply outlined &sotogical tool for
sequence transmission, however it evolved into ‘plsgchological capability to feel concupiscence &mbwledge

consummation as in modern age, particularly intépge of physical and emotional pleasure.” (McNabp2: 2). Sex has
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henceforth become gender-oriented or sexual paseritGender comes to be understood as a sociatrectien of the
body or our biological form. But this wasn’t enoutfh elucidate however our instincts, drives, sexoehaviours,
needs are shaped. It absolutely was the societyf@nfeminists, the patriarchic order that created meanings of
desire. Richardson talks concerning the work of t@agand Simon (1973) that claims “not solely canlearn what
‘sex’ suggests, and World Health Organization ckion what's sexually arousing doing to us, howewer tend to
additionally learn the need of sex” (Richardson97:9157). In alternative words, society providesithd meanings
to limit bodily activities. To the contrary, an iwidual should tend to learn and need to observee dqodily
activities, and our own ‘sexual desires’. An indival should have the mentality & freedom to thinka&cept their
own sexuality. If we view the positive side of Pognaphy, it enables an individual through its visudnat there’s
nothing sinful in having sexual urges. It also ctethe concept by rejecting body shaming, that yead not have a
perfect body to indulge yourself in love-making.also supports a gay or a lesbian of the fact thate’s nothing
wrong in developing feelings for the same sexldbaelps in making us accept the facts that doisipletely natural
for a Transgender to have sexual feelings & destagse they too are normal human beings. We odftate that
‘Love has no limits’, but on the opposite side bé tcoin, we only question people who fall in loweget married to
people having huge age-gaps. Pornography is songgttiiat is beyond age limits & solely focuses upaur

physical needs & sometimes it supports your mesttability as well.

Our society also has a belief that a Man shouléydvihave his hold when having sex. He is the oreshibuld speak
out his desires & fulfil them. A woman is only awtorough which he is able to satisfy himself aigl feeds. This is the
patriarchal over-view of the society when it corteediscussing about sex. But in the porn moviespften see shifting of roles.
In these videos a woman can also have the hold lipoman & a man can also think of satisfying laigner, because women
too have sexual urges & those too need to beddlfiThis brings the equality among two oppositeseXisual media has its

impact upon the mind-set of its audience & helpeordadening the mentality of the people.

Sexuality and its representations were additionsglgn as an emblem of power during which gendsubgect to
state and establish control. Through prohibitiohsexual practices, sexual consent, age and thethisrwas first cited by
physicist, World Health Organization, he believdthtt sex was created through the definition, categtion and
additionally by the regulation and management. Résts revised this Foucauldian plan by claiming tégulation and
dominant of gender results in the upkeep of theigzahal order. This dimension of gender is whattera for feminists
the foremost. Gender was seen as the key intrudstructure and women’s oppression by Radical FestsinWidely
known Radical Feminist MacKinnon describes sexpiatices, includes abuse, of ladies and kids lghi€hey're abused
in sex, within the course of the observe of sex,asofor (primarily) men to urge the pleasure thafirks sex.”
(MacKinnon, 2005: 272).

Pornography’s importance in feminist debates ihhag present times. Since it's believed that gecdeid
be a social construction, attributing specific miegs to enclose bodily activities and constructmgexual drive,
which is the key to women’s oppression. Porn ondtreer hand involves to be a tool for teaching dlceeptable
sexual urges and to internalise the patriarchaéworBornography is claimed to be unreal in mid-téeath century;
the Victorian era that attempted to suppress selxgemder. However the time was additionally vital the invention
of “Pornography” since technology was developingyvihg the ability to make space for the picturesb®
disseminated apace. (Weeks, 2011: 136).
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Pornography typically connotes negativity alonghwiit However, the boundaries of it would neverdegtain.
The increase of access of porn (hard-core & sai)cis successfully changing the sexual cultureyedlr the world. This
sexualized culture created an ethical panic andazship rules from time to time. However, thisd@etiwill certainly point
out a leap from sexual suppression to sexual rejezsefly through media. Hickman says that medis Ibeen ‘the main
engine of sexual revolution’ (Hickman, 1999: 24B)absolutely was accountable for the cultural tajgm; that seeks

profit in cultural commodities, chiefly through aftisings, magazines, and most importantly, Porulgy.

Pornography is “sexually specific material consigtin graphic pictorial depictions and verbal degsns of
sexual organs and varied modes of coitus” (Ton§91212) and was continually a difficulty for dission in movement.
Now, it is to clarify a number of the feminist appches and debates on the problem of porn andlinetansformation

from the second wave feminism to the present times.
Attitudes of Various Feminist Views on Porno

Before the emergence of the feminist attack on @gnaphy in Seventies, thanks to its absence ingtmoand lack of
availability, the sole discussion on porn went @teen spiritual conservatives and civil libertasiaThe conservatives
viewed porno as “a threat to the ethical develognadérkids, ancient family values and the ethicaltenal of society.”
(Fineman, Jackson, Romaro, 2009: 369). Civil lieains on the opposite-hand emphasised the amwisticsocial price of
sexually specific material and instructed a liberaton the bottom of most pleasance and satisfag¢fiong, 189:112).
This discussion that went on concerning the disagent of individual liberty, was followed by femshi anti-
pornographers’ voices. It wasn't concerning theligutmorality or the individual liberty as beforepWwever it absolutely

was concerning the women'’s equality (Tong, 189)112
Anti-Pornography Discussion

The Radical Feminist Andrea Rita Dworkin introdu@ed‘Anti-Pornographic’ movement which portrayedrmpas sexual
discrimination, shaming women and having a consiwapand degrading nature. During this purpose, sirdition

between Erotica and Thanatica was made. The prevepresenting sexually specific material that ddefamage anyone
whereas the latter was related to BDSM performanicasinvolves a great deal of damage and chigifig,damage of
ladies. Anti-pornographers claimed through thigidigion that thanatica promotes “sexual harassprape, and ladies
fighting, and usually by degrading them.” (Tong918 3). These feminists assumed an immediate latkvéen male
violence and porno, for instance in her study ahpaand rape, Diane Russell claims that there@uaative link between

the 2 by language that “pornography will induceantto rape ladies in males.

Anti-pornography movement is generally relatedattical feminists. They visualised porn as an ingmirtool to take
care of oppression against women. The unconvehtiegmainist, Andrea Dworkin says sex and gendertlagemedium of
oppression that build ladies a distant within thikosdinated method. She says that “pornographyeisraterial that suggests

sexualizing inequality; which is why porno coulddeentral observe within the subordination ofdadi(Dworkin, 2000: 30).

These feminists saw porn as a defamation and i réghts violation (Tong, 189: 115), and instrudte
censorship on porn but after all, what's ‘sexy’ avitht's not were extremely debated. MacKinnon suspthis read
by language that through porn, “women are non-hurnfaough the learning of male gender to their patfal
abuse, that sexualizes, therefore lowers, ladiessacthe culture, not solely in specific sexuakrattions. Porn

makes ladies a public sexual spectacle and custosexual property.” (MacKinnon, 2005: 316).
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In addition, the Radical Feminists opposed the @estisp of porn and sexually specific materials. iThegative
read on pornography, censorship and sexual repressmain unchanged. They thought that the hareffetts of porn

will be subverted through equal relationships betwmen and ladies.

But porn was a part of free speech, that was piedetrribly strictly within the amendment. Libefaminists
rather outlined porno as a tool for sexual libematiSex was for them, helpful and pleasure giving sexual expression

was necessary for an individual's being’s selfitftuént and progress; a thought that they borrowethfEnlightenment.

Some of the independent Liberal Feminists arguatathti-pornography movement showed porn, the relashind is
gender violence. The anti-pornographers unnoticedarger political and economic conditions thatseagender violence. It's
necessary to notice here that some profeministadéditionally joined the antipornography movementsiit was absolutely
and additionally harmful for men. Stoltenberg, angong those profeminists, unconcealed that pornmasor of white men,

inflicting associate degree difference towardgiadteve masculinities and racism (Stoltenberg: 1989).

This era also gave birth to Postmodernism perspgeetout Pornography and also the rise of multicaltsm

directly in relation with race and post-colonialism

The modernist accounts of catholicity, truth arskagialism were challenged by replacing the Fenaiproach. This
genre primarily rejects all universal and geneealiaccounts; and instead claims that meanings wrjdctivities are social
constructions. Emphasising on the multiplicity ofager and discourses, postmodernist feminists réfecessentialist class of
ladies and patriarchy. The postmodernist examplesidelow are from school of thought and inteoval feminists. World
Health Organization thinks that gender, race arsicptonial location within the world affect the sof oppression that ladies

encounter; and from queer theory, assumes thaalsebeumtities are fluid and no class is critical.

Multicultural and international feminists, specéily black feminists saw porn from another dimensiGollins
claims that black women'’s or Ebony representatiangorn were completely different than of white wem They were
described as “breeders, raped for pleasure andt mbtheir homeowners” (Collins, 1997: 389). Thisaster—slave
relationship shows, however race and postcoloriahario could have a sway on sexy representatindswamen’s
oppression. Collins talks concerning the colongaiés slavery; and shows however it relates to rifjisesentation of
Black ladies in interracial porno. First is thatBk ladies being the sex objects for white men gaeallel with the sex-
dominant representations of these ladies beingadigxoffered for men. Secondly, the act of rapeBtdck slaves, ladies
within the past is analogous to the rape and vadescenes in porn. Third, the passivity and qualftthe Black slave

ladies against the white rapist shows similitudehilie feminine passivity & racism common in porn.

If we glance closely to the treatment of Black warsebodies in nineteenth century, we are goingacef
domination and racial discrimination. These willdmunted because the roots for constructing Blackn@n's sexualities
maybe the treatment to those ladies upon whom jmaolunstry rests upon. “The additional ancient ramft€ontemporary
porn are to be found within the nearly always semihant treatment of black ladies. World Health &ngation, from the
instant they entered slavery... were subjected@pe because the ‘logical’ convergence of sex aokbne. Conquest, in
short” (Walker: 1981, 42).

Gilman provides the instance of wife Bartmann. Stes a Black lady in nineteenth century Europe. She
unconcealed herself, dressed in smart set to mantiep. Those times were when the whites drew lire@ween white and

black in case of sexualities as well; Blacks werensas having extreme sexual activities and bagiliations. Bartmann
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was additionally reduced to her sexual elementseiving attention from the white audience (Gilmdm®85). This
illustration of Bartmann was however an oppositagafrom what is generally expected. This showgthler, race and
gender were associated with the subordination andrthtion of ladies. And this trend goes on wité thpresentations of
Black ladies in porn. “Black ladies weren't addicitis into a pre-existent porn, however rather tham itself should be
reconceptualised as associate example of thedotenlg nature of race, gender, and sophisticatjgpression” (Collins,
1997: 391). For these ladies, porn existed in areedingly social-class relationship. Porn isn'tnaversal and glued

however it clearly relates the colonial experiengeBlack community.

What the feminists have stated is that in porn eviitbmen were represented in porn as ‘objects,’ lBladies
were represented as animals. White ladies weresepted as human bodies if not beings, Black lasérs represented
as shit (Walker, 1981: 52). Here, being white repras the trendy, civilized “objects” wherever &k is not any human.
Therefore, race becomes a determinant within thsomably objectification ladies would face. Blaaklies’ philosophical
system portrayal shows the subordinate standingfra-American women and also the stratification angst the ladies
generally. Black feminists’ read of porno connectedhe body, gender and race. So, it gaps analineension on the
problem on porno. Also, this inquiry helps us togeéve the new dynamics of power as a supply ofidation. For Black

feminists then, porn could be a gender/race sytttatrentraps everybody (Collins, 1997: 393).
The Rise of Sexual Identities: The Case of Gay/ Lieien Community and Queer Theory

With the technology and digitalisation, porn hasdree a widespread and offered immense access.fdtereew genres
were occurred in pornography together with thathofmnosexual intercourse and queer performances tddew

dimensions & new fantasies coming into visibility.

Lara Karaian, a modern authoritative Canadianléutelal and academician pointed at the problempofigpamongst
gay/lesbian communities and queer individuals. Bbeides a present day example of a court caséerBtiiat represents the
Canadian law and censorship on sexually specifitenats. As associate degree extension of the Wligparnography
movement; this law lost its validity in 2000. Thet Aepartment store that's a Vancouver based siupthostly gay and lesbian
porn material came beneath scrutiny. However, thertGelected behalf of the bookstore agreed tdaittethat homosexual
porno was in reality healthy and necessary for tmmhmunity; “access to gay and leshian porn, i@ ifis heterosexual
counterpart, is vital, as a result of it contrilsute a way of community and identity” (Karaian: 80Q20). It was absolutely

decided that porn doesn’t damage all ladies howratker, the homosexual porno is liberating fousérninorities.

However, promising this case could seem, it stithgs the essentialist views of lesbians that arébte kind of
like the previous approaches on ladies and hetenas@orn creating a distinction between them. Thduces them into
classes and maintains a binary opposition betweterdsexual/ homosexual; whereas attributing pesitiaits to the
former and negative ones to the latter. This calieow seen as an ideal example of the increasewthat didn't build a

big amendment by protective modernist read.

Queer theory, on the opposite hand, rejected tihegodzation of those sexual identities with an iaddal
postmodern approach in their mind than beforeefiérs to the philosophical theory of each labelliegch class and each
identity; since they believe that those classesalirereated among patriarchal order. We tend tooge of the dominant
discourse, and settle for the thinness of idestiti€here aren't simply lesbians, gays and hetevasexhowever
additionally bisexuals, transgenders, non-confarmizdies and needs. There are several sexual tidenéis there are

people in general.
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So, we will outline the queer porn because theugstof non ancient sexual identities playing aigkactivities for less
than agitating pleasance within the audience (dar2009,385). This can be clearly a replacemenmbapp on porn, since queer
porn’s concern is on the representations of vas@dialities and their pleasance. It tells us trevavgot completely different

sexual needs, attitudes or desires. It emphasiediberating perform of porn, completely differ#min before.
CONCLUSIONS: IS PORNOGRAPHY DEGRADING OR LIBERATING ?

This certain article witnessed a shift in feminigws on porno from viewing it as oppressive anthtial, to ascertain it

as liberating, giving visibility to completely défent sexual identities.

As per the conclusion, the author believes porrggras liberating for many reasons. First is thatlim doesn’t
serve any oppressive and subordinate heterosetistvany longer. On the contrary, it's aware eftthnsformations our
society has been longing. Therefore, a great deahtodified in media’s illustration of sexual idées; particularly with
the contribution of Queer theory within the fieldor example, TV shows concerning gay men (QueefFals), and
lesbians (The L World) and even transgender idestithe drag character on Glee) are dischargecgsntdappening for

over 5 seasons. This shows that the ratings f@etshows are terribly satisfactory.

Second, pornography is liberating for transpontati once-invisible sexual identities to a publisihility. Genres in
porn are varied right now; together with lesbiaay,glrag, transgender and plenty of queer idestifibis additionally implies
that there's a good variety of sexual discourseredfto public access. Marginal identities areenily a locality of in style
culture due to porn. Technology is one more coutidn during this; transportation several oppotiesito urge concerned in

this fragmented sexual culture, which censorshiptha smallest amount risk to be performed omikg media.

Related to this argument, third reason to look@ngp as liberating is as a result of it's a ‘denadization of
desire’ as McNair instructed, we tend to witnesat thur desires that are perhaps labelled by soecistperversion,
abnormality or extreme, are liberated and celedra®®rnography will be concerning desires; our aéduves, fantasies
and actions; and once free of repression and orferi We will embrace ourselves & settle for udl #eeds, if respectful
to the sensitivities of others, are equal (of ceuseme will be excluded like BDSM or paedophilidjere's no got to
repress or hide them. Pornography reveals howeageds our needs are, and can be. Therefore, wetéeoould learn to

measure with our needs, with no shame in the sligldegree.

Paradigms are in exceedingly constant change. &dberSeventies will be characterised as a dommaitfo
radical feminism within the field. We tend to wissea growing variety of theories on women’s oppoesfor years;
radical feminism is a simply one. That archetypd ttaget replaced with others, as a result of thegi is dynamic, our
society and our culture is also changing. We temdé currently in domination of postmodernist thiotygvherever
identities are assumed to be fluid and fragmenteukbrever sexual identities are various and trartsgbe normal

boundaries. We tend to be within the age of a cat&mn of multiplicity, diversity and distinction.

With the widespread of porno, it's not only for englaze any longer. The variety and also the audgmorn is
currently for everybody. BDSM performances are sdrfor those who get pleasure from it, whereas onlby click ahead
you'll be able to watch a compassionate intercobes@een a gay couple. So, the harmful result ofipon ladies as once
claimed, is not any longer valid; since for ins@nm gay porno we tend to now not will assume thdies or girl are
injured and objectified as a result of there aran{f women within the scene. Also, new classes gadeduring which

ladies are in the dominating position whereas nieruaconcealed as overwhelmed
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Finally, as an optimistic because it could seent @@n provides us pleasant and arouse with no esudd

consequences; we can't get sexual illness or plogsaal condition through porno. It's the smalleshount of unhealthy

manner for sexual satisfaction.
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